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Learn how to optimize your boat's fuel economy and range
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Advice from the fuel
experts at Chevron

From thefishingwire.com

If you’re an avid power boater or
fisherman, what truly fuels your
passion for time on the water is,
well, fuel.
While they are unquestionably

the most fun way of getting from
Point A to Point B, boats are in-
herently un-economical con-
veyances when it comes to fuel
consumption. Not only do boats
consume a lot of fuel (measured
in Gallons Per Hour rather than
Miles Per Gallon), they operate
in a dynamic environment where
wind, waves and currents can cut
“normal” fuel economy in half
on any given day.
On land, the maximum fuel
range of your car is rarely of crit-
ical concern — cars are generally
fuel efficient and there are gas
stations everywhere. Boats are
different. Once you leave the har-
bor or launch ramp, you are gen-
erally limited to the fuel your
boat carries onboard. On the
water, fuel range is the limiting
factor that dictates everything —
from how far you can run to find
fish to how long you can stay out
looking for and/or catching them.
There are some simple steps all
power boaters can take to
squeeze every drop of fun out of
their boat’s fuel tank, whether it's
an aluminum walleye rig, high-
performance bass boat or multi-
engine offshore fishing machine
that holds 400 gallons.
1. Always start full. Well, duh…
but you’d be surprised how many
fishermen try to save a little time
or money by not fueling up be-
fore each trip. You never know

“While they are unquestionably the most fun way of getting
from Point A to Point B, boats are inherently un-economical
conveyances when it comes to fuel consumption.”
(Photo/Courtesy: thefishingwire.com)

what a fishing day will bring, and
you don’t want to have to stop
short if the fish are farther away
or the weather comes up. Also
remember the rule of thirds when
it comes to estimating your
boat’s range – a third of a tank
for the day’s fishing, a third of
your fuel to get back, and a third
to keep in reserve. Smart boaters
who’ve learned from past mis-
takes know that “empty” can
sneak up pretty fast when condi-
tions change, so they keep a
good amount in reserve just in
case.

2. Lose some weight. Carrying
unnecessary weight or having an
unbalanced weight load can
change the way a boat rides and
drastically reduce fuel economy
and range. Go through your boat
and consider removing things
you don’t really need, like extra
fishing gear you never use, boxes
of lead sinkers, extra anchors and
chain, old expired fire extin-
guishers, and the like. Water
weighs about 8 pounds per gal-
lon, so it’s easy to see how filling
live bait tanks and livewells
when they’re not needed can re-

ally weigh you down and cut fuel
economy.
3. Know your boat’s “sweet
spot.” Every boat/motor combi-
nation has its own “sweet spot”
where it’s operating most effi-
ciently. In magazine boat tests,
this is often referred to as Most
Economical Cruising Speed. De-
pending on vessel style and hull
type, it may be quite a bit faster
than you imagine. Most modern
boats/outboard engines come
equipped with fuel computer
systems, which allow you to
track fuel consumption at vari-
ous engine RPMs and boat
speeds. You can compute your
Most Economical Cruising
Speed by looking at the Gallons
Per Hour being burned and cross
referencing it with the boat’s
GPS speed. For example, if
you’re burning 10 gallons per
hour and traveling at 20 miles
per hour, you’re netting 2 miles
per gallon. You might find, how-
ever, that your boat burns 13 gal-
lons per hour at 32 miles per
hour, which works out to almost
2.5 miles per gallon. At this
cruising speed, you’ll get where
you’re going faster while ulti-
mately burning less fuel. It’s im-
portant to figure this out with
your boat loaded the way you
normally use it, which might be
loaded with a full tank, gear and
fishing buddies.
4. Propellers matter. Your
boat’s propeller(s) is responsible
for efficiently translating the
RPMs of the boat’s engine into
forward movement of the vessel.
There are a wide variety of pro-
peller types and sizes, and find-
ing the right one for your boat
may require some trial and test-
ing. One of the key propeller

measurements is pitch, which
refers to how much forward
movement it provides. For ex-
ample, a propeller with a pitch
size of 21 will move forward 21
inches for each turn, while a
“less aggressive” 18-pitch pro-
peller will move three inches
less. When you consider that
high performance outboard en-
gines can run at 5,000+ RPMs
for sustained periods, this can
make a huge difference. A pro-
peller with too much pitch will
make it hard for a boat to get
“out of the hole” and accelerate
from a standstill. A propeller
with too little pitch might over-
rev the engine and reduce top-
end performance. Either one can
negatively impact fuel range and
economy. A well-matched pro-
peller will allow the engine to
fall within the manufacturer’s
recommended maximum RPM
range (say 5,000-5,500 RPM)
when the boat is well trimmed
and running at Wide Open
Throttle (WOT).
5. Keep the engine and fuel
system clean. Techron Marine
Fuel Treatment provides boaters
with the cleaning power they’ve
long counted on in their automo-
biles and tow vehicles. The fuel
experts at Chevron developed
this specialized formula to clean
gasoline engines used in the
harshest marine environments.
When used with every fill up,
Techron Marine restores power
and maximizes fuel efficiency
by cleaning fuel injectors, throt-
tle bodies, carburetors, intake
valves and combustion cham-
bers, preventing corrosion and
removing gum, varnish and car-
bon deposits. It also keeps the
entire fuel system clean, pre-

venting gunk, corrosion and de-
posits in the tanks, fuel lines, fil-
ters and fuel pumps from
interrupting fuel flow and com-
promising performance. A fuel
system kept clean with Techron
Marine will also deliver quick
and easy starting in any weather,
smoother idling and faster re-
sponse when it’s time to hit the
throttle. With a range of econom-
ical bottle sizes and a treat rate of
just one ounce per 10 gallons of
fuel, Techron Marine is a cost-ef-
fective way to stretch the fuel
range of any gasoline-powered
boat.

Doing these things will help
maximize your range and time on
the water between visits to the
fuel pump. It’s also important to
remember to treat your fuel when
you won’t be using your boat for
an extended time. In addition to
cleaning your engine and fuel
system and keeping everything
running like a top, Techron Ma-
rine Fuel Treatment provides
best-in-class corrosion protection
and stabilizes fuel up to 24
months.
To learn more about optimizing

your boat’s fuel efficiency and
range, while protecting your
boat’s fuel system and engine in
the harshest marine environ-
ments, visit www.Techron-
Clean.com.

The American Sportfishing Association reveals
the plans for ICAST 2020 Online on July 13-17
From thefishingwire.com 

Alexandria, VA – ICAST, the
world’s largest recreational fish-
ing trade show, has transitioned
from a physical show to a virtual
event with ICAST 2020 Online.
The American Sportfishing As-
sociation (ASA), the show’s pro-
ducer, is committed to delivering
attendees and exhibitors alike an
engaging, interactive online
trade show experience.
The virtual trade show will take
place July 13 - 17, 2020, and will
offer virtual “booths” where ex-
hibitors will showcase their
products and services, host vir-
tual press conferences, schedule
live and on demand product
demonstrations, set up virtual
meetings with buyers and media,
engage in live chat and much
more.
ICAST Online will also include
the always popular New Product
Showcase Best of Category and
Best of Show voting and awards.
New for this year, verified buy-
ers and media will vote through
a password protected portal.
ICAST Online will offer both

public and password-activated
access to different sections of the
show experience such as the on-
line FLW ICAST Cup Bass Fish-
ing Tournament and an
interactive scavenger hunt. Also
featured will be business educa-

tion seminars and other interac-
tive events for buyers, media and
the angling public.
During ICAST week, ASA will

host several conservation related
events that will engage the recre-
ational fishing audience with our
nation’s conservation efforts and
critical needs for the future.
ASA will also offer seminars, in-
terviews and presentations that
focus on the business needs of
small businesses, in particular
our independent retailers.
“With ICAST Online, ASA will

continue to bring people and
products together,” said ASA
President Glenn Hughes. “This
July, retail buyers, media and all
show attendees will connect with
product experts, manufacturing
sales teams and other industry
professionals to see and learn
about the latest products in the
fishing industry, as well as en-
gage on issues that matter most
to our industry. All online from
their home or office.”
Hughes further noted, “Now,

more than ever, it’s crucial that
we continue to meet the needs of
our angling customers. Working
with our show production part-
ners, we’re able to offer this vir-
tual experience in an innovative
24/7 format which will have an
impact across the global sport-
fishing industry not just during
ICAST week, but long after the
show is over.”

Accessing ICAST 2020 Online
The ICAST website is still the
one-stop “shop” for all things
ICAST. Buyers and media who
registered in 2017, 2018 and
2019 will be automatically reg-
istered for the 2020 show with
access to MyShowPlanner.

“The MyShowPlanner com-
bines planning and logistics into
one easy-to-use tool,” said Trade
Show and Membership Vice
President Blake Swango. “By
creating their show account, at-
tendees can add exhibitors and
products as well as save appoint-
ments, sessions and demos to a
personalized calendar. We see a
huge opportunity to connect our
member exhibitors with more
buyers.”
Hughes concluded, “Since we

can’t do it in person this year,
ICAST Online will bring our
community together virtually,

and reach a larger audience of
anglers than ever before!”
The American Sportfishing As-
sociation (ASA) is the sportfish-
ing industry's trade association
committed to representing the
interests of the sportfishing and
boating industries as well as the
entire sportfishing community.
We give the industry and anglers
a unified voice when emerging
laws and policies could signifi-
cantly affect sportfishing busi-
ness or sportfishing itself. ASA
invests in long-term ventures to
ensure the industry will remain
strong and prosperous, as well as
safeguard and promote the en-
during economic, conservation
and social values of sportfishing
in America. ASA also gives
America's 49 million anglers a
voice in policy decisions that af-
fect their ability to sustainably
fish on our nation's waterways

through Keep America Fishing,
our national angler advocacy
campaign. America's anglers
generate nearly $50 billion in re-
tail sales with a $125 billion im-
pact on the nation's economy
creating employment for
800,000 people.


